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Senate Highways and Transportation Committee January 27,zOLl

SB 82 PRIMARY SEATBELT . PROPONENT

I apologize that I couldn't be here to bring this testimony in person.

August 26,2008 my son, Trooper Evan Schneider, died when a truck crashed into the side of his

patrol car. The driver and passenger of the truck also died in that horrific crash. The driver of
the truck, Roy, was not wearing his seatbelt and was driving under the influence of alcohol with
BAC 0.16%, twice the legal limit.

I believe that if Roy had been wearing his seatbelt all three of these victims would have lived.

When challenged with a car coming at him in his lane Roy lost control of his truck. He may have

been able to do so if properly restrained.

I drove taxi for a few months last winter. I found out that a person who is impaired often has

significant difficulty putting on a seat belt. I had to fasten seat belts for them. As part of my

MADD court monitoring I read public records of arrests. I found that impaired drivers were

often cited for seatbelt violations as well. In a study of fatal crashes in Montana in 2009 82o/o of
drivers with alcohol greater than 0.08% were unrestrained, while only 42% of sober drivers

were unrestrained.

Before Roy and Ginger met Evan that sunny evening they had been drinking at the Dam Town

Tavern. When they left the tavern, drunk, without their seatbelts, a nearby public safety officer

could have stopped them for this illegal act. There were two deputies on duty in the area. lf
Roy had been stopped all 3 people would have lived.

The ability to stop aft unrestrained driver may save the life of the driver and also save the lives

of other people traveling on our public highways.

Please save lives by supporting this bill.
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